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GOSFORD HOUSE PLEASURE GROU

The designed landscape at Gosford, one of the finest
in Scotland, 1s the masterwork of Francis Charteris
of Amistield (1723-1808), who became the 6th Earl
of Wemyss on the death of his exiled Jacobite elder
brother David Wemyss, Lord Elcho in 1787.

Francis 6th Earl of Wemyss Francis followed 1n the footsteps of Sir Archibald Grant of
Monymusk, who was from 1732 the first of the

— Scottish landowners who aspired to transtorm barren wastes

into agriculturally productive, aesthetically pleasing landscapes. On 4 August

1791 he laid the foundation stone for the magnificent New House, designed

by Robert Adam, exactly aligned on Edinburgh Castle.
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Francis purchased Gostord, a ‘black desol

late spot, without a shrub or a stick near

it, staring on the sea shore’, from the Wedderburns of Gostord m 1784. In 1790
he built the stables, to the design of William Newton of Newcastle. In 1789 he
asked Robert Adam to design a magnificent New House. In 1790 he commissioned James Ramsay to design and lay out

around the New House a vast landscape 1 the beautiful style, with pleasure grounds, comprising curvaceous lakes, parkland
trees, lawns and shrubs, sheltered by woodland and drained by 5 /2 mules of stone sunk fences. North of the lakes to tha

From General Roy S Map of Scotland ca.1755

with 11 new clumps and numerous strips
of trees to the south, as shown on the 1854
Ordnance Survey Plan.
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